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offend not in word, he is a perfect man." Yet I think I may find it easy to ask forgiveness of thee if I have done thee hurt; and this thou shouldst make known to me, so that when I have heard thee thou mayst have gained thy brother.'
A soft answer does not turn away wrath on the moment. Jerome wrote one more bitter letter. * I pass over the salutation with which thou soothest my feelings,' he began ; ' I say nothing of the compliments with which thou seekest to console me in my correction, and come at once to the point.' He then discusses the question which Augustine has raised with regard to his interpretation of Paul. * Thou hast found a new argument,' says Jerome ; ' being a bishop of such repute throughout the world,1 thou oughtest to promulgate thy opinion and win the assent of thy fellow-bishops. I, in my poor monastery, with my fellow-monks, that is to say, my fellow-sinners, dare not lay down the law in these matters. . . . Surely thou must have discovered something better, since thou hast rejected the authority of the older writers/ He makes
1 This phrase, isolated from its context, is frequently quoted by the hagiographer in proof of Augustine's great reputation.t ship, let us refrain from such things nu*l  «.|«.ur life and health.    I know that I am far from th.it perfection, of which it is written : u If unv  tmrhaving publishedtakes the title of 'Prinialp crt'Irelaud,'u»,| the ..il.n • l'-i- *'.
